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Abstract: the article is devoted to the constitutional and legal regulation of interparliamentary cooperation of Ukraine with
foreign states and international organizations. The interparliamentary cooperation of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
and its role in the process of European integration of Ukraine are considered. The normative legal acts of Ukraine which
give the parliament the powers of international cooperation are analyzed. The role of the parliament in Ukraine's foreign
relations has been determined. The main activity of the profile committee of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine and its
functions are described. The main tasks of deputy groups on inter-parliamentary cooperation have been identified.
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Presentation of the main material of the study:
The acquisition of Ukrainian independence and its
recognition as a full-fledged subject of international
relations has led to the deepening of state integra-
tion in European and global political, legal, econom-
ic, scientific, technical, cultural and other areas of
international cooperation. There is a need to create
an effective mechanism for establishing Ukraine's
foreign relations with foreign countries and interna-
tional organizations. Due to this, the effectiveness of
Ukraine's foreign policy is significantly affected, pre-
viously, in terms of national security and sustainable
economic development in international relations.

In this regard, the research task, involving
Ukraine's inter-parliamentary ties with foreign states
and international organizations on the basis of con-
stitutional and legal principles, is extremely relevant.
Building an effective mechanism in the field of for-
eign policy and management of strategic priorities
of countries is the main task of the state in external
relations. Prior to that, we strongly recommend de-
veloping the competencies of public authorities and
the distribution of their powers, providing a regulato-
ry framework.

At the same time, domestic jurisprudence did not
pay enough attention to the issues related to the con-
stitutional and legal settlement of inter-parliamenta-
ry ties of Ukraine with foreign states and international
organizations, namely the improvement of the con-
stitutional law-making process and the elimination of
contradictions in this area. Therefore, this topic has
not lost relevance and needs detailed study and im-
provement.

Some aspects of this topic were touched upon
by a number of domestic scholars representing the
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theory of state and law, constitutional, administrative
and international law. First of all, some of these ques-
tions were investigated by V. Averyanoyv, F. Burchak,
0. Zaychuk, V. Yevintov, O. Kopylenko, V. Kravchenko,
L. Krivenko, P. Martynenko, V. Muravyov, V. Mytsyk,
N. Nyzhnyk, N. Plakhotniuk, V. Pohorilko, A. Seliva-
nov, S. Seryogina, O. Skakun, V. Tatsiy, E. Tikhonova,
0. Frytsky, V. Shapoval, V. Shatylo, Y. Shemshuchen-
ko, and etc. At the same time, there is no work on a
detailed study of inter-parliamentary ties in Ukraine.

Ukraine actively participates in international co-
operation and concludes international agreements in
various fields, involving public authorities which have
been given such powers. According to the current
legislation of Ukraine, such bodies are domestic and
foreign bodies. Domestic bodies include state bodies
through which Ukraine's relations with other states
and international organizations are established and
which are permanently located on the territory of the
state. For example, the parliament, the president, the
government and all central executive bodies. The le-
gal status of foreign relations bodies within the state
is enshrined in the constitution, relevant laws and
regulations on ministries and departments. External
relations bodies include embassies, consulates, mis-
sions and delegations.

One of the key roles is played by the parliament -
the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. In accordance with
the provisions of the Constitution of Ukraine, the Ver-
khovna Rada of Ukraine determines the principles of
domestic and foreign policy, implementation of the
strategic course of the state for full membership of
Ukraine in the European Union and the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization; hears extraordinary and annual
messages of the President of Ukraine on the inter-
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nal and external situation of Ukraine; approves the
decision of the President of Ukraine on the use of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine and other military for-
mations in the event of armed aggression against
Ukraine; confirms the decision to provide loans and
economic assistance to Ukraine to foreign states
and international organizations, as well as to receive
loans from foreign states, banks and international
financial organizations, not provided for in the State
Budget of Ukraine; gives consent to the binding na-
ture of international treaties of Ukraine and denun-
ciation of international treaties of Ukraine and other
within the period established by law [1].

According to the Rules of Procedure of the Verk-
hovna Rada of Ukraine, one of the main activities of
the Ukrainian Parliament is inter-parliamentary co-
operation with foreign states and international organ-
izations, which should act in the interests of Ukraine.

Effective functioning of inter-parliamentary coop-
eration is possible only if there is a system of inter-
action between parliament and other public authori-
ties. In this interaction, each body deals with specific
powers, in which the parliament determines the do-
mestic and foreign policy of the state, accompanied
by legislation, because, according to Article 75 of
the Constitution of Ukraine, the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine is the only legislature in Ukraine. The division
of powers between state authorities regarding for-
eign cooperation is enshrined in the Law of Ukraine
“On Principles of Domestic and Foreign Policy”
adopted by the Verkhovna Rada on July 1, 2010.

Ukraine's cooperation is always accompanied
by international agreements that must be ratified by
parliament, so it can be argued that parliament is very
important in the system of relations between Ukraine
and foreign states and international organizations.

Analyzing the historical development of inter-par-
liamentary cooperation between Ukraine since in-
dependence and the present, it can be noted that
Ukraine is cooperating more and more with foreign
countries and international organizations. As a re-
sult, there are 77 interparliamentary relations groups
with foreign countries in the Ukrainian parliament.
The most popular countries in this regard are China,
USA, Canada, Great Britain, Japan, the United Arab
Emirates, Poland and others. Every year the number
of countries is added to the list of cooperation.

It should be noted that interparliamentary coop-
eration is a legal interaction between national rep-
resentative bodies as foreign relations bodies, their
heads, structural subdivisions or individual parlia-
mentarians, which is carried out on an initiative basis
in order to find mutually acceptable approaches and
joint solutions to problems of common (internation-
al) interest. [5, p. 47].

According to the Regulations on Deputy Groups of
the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on Interparliamenta-
ry Relations with Foreign States, the function of in-
terparliamentary relations in the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine is performed by the Verkhovna Rada Com-

mittee on Foreign Policy and Interparliamentary Co-
operation and the Committee on Foreign Affairs. The
committees provide consideration of issues submit-
ted to the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine and are profile
committees in the legislative process on inter-parlia-
mentary cooperation [2].

The main goals and objectives of deputy
groups are:

- participation in the organization and coordi-
nation of bilateral inter-parliamentary cooperation;

- analysis of the development of inter-parlia-
mentary relations, preparation of proposals for their
further improvement in the interests of parliaments
that carry out such cooperation;

- facilitating the preparation, implementation
and synchronization of procedures for agreeing to
the binding nature of international treaties, contacts
and exchange of information on current legislative
activities of parliaments;

- promoting the cooperation of parliamentary
committees, commissions;

- cooperation with relevant diplomatic mis-
sions in Ukraine and abroad;

- formation, if necessary, of inter-parliamenta-
ry associations, bilateral expert groups for the pur-
pose of drafting legislative acts, as well as discus-
sion of tasks and issues of common interest.

To solve their tasks, groups can interact with the
committees of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine and
the Staff of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, send their
representatives to the relevant committees when
considering issues of consent to the binding nature
of international agreements with relevant parlia-
ments of foreign countries [2].

Today, inter-parliamentary cooperation is one of
the channels of both bilateral and multilateral part-
nership. The following levels (aspects) are distin-
guished within this partnership:

- level of formation of strategic mutual trust
and identification of common bilateral / multilateral
interests;

- thetargetlevel related to the increase of stra-
tegic cooperation in international and regional in-
ter-parliamentary organizations to protect common
interests;

- level of joint efforts within inter-parliamen-
tary organizations to counter the impact of the eco-
nomic crisis;

- the level of assistance to national enterpris-
es in finding new opportunities for cooperation within
the measures for the development of the economy of
states;

- level of development of cultural ties between
states [5, p. 47].

Analyzing the work of the Verkhovnha Rada Com-
mittee on Foreign Policy and Interparliamentary Co-
operation, it can be noted that since the beginning of
the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine convocation of the
9th convocation the Committee has held more than
30 meetings with representatives of the diplomatic
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corps accredited in Ukraine. with foreign official del-
egations and officials during their visits to Ukraine.
From the beginning of 2021, video conferences were
held with the Heads and members of the foreign af-
fairs committees of the parliaments of Italy, Lithua-
nia, Latvia, Estonia and Georgia. Among other things,
following a meeting of members of the Committee
with the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Seimas of
Lithuania, on March 2, 2021 during a meeting of the
Committee on Foreign Policy and Interparliamenta-
ry Cooperation a joint initiative with members of the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Lithuanian Seimas
Day of counteraction to the occupation of the Auton-
omous Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol. The Com-
mittee actively participates in representing Ukraine at
all levels on the most pressing issues in the world.

Interparliamentary cooperation of Ukraine with
foreign states is carried out in accordance with Art.
199 of the Rules of Procedure of the Verkhovna Rada
of Ukraine on a planned basis. Every year, the Com-
mittee prepares proposals for the cooperation of the
parliament for the next one, hearing the proposals of
the deputies. Also, each delegation from Ukraine is
obliged to submit a report on the negotiations to the
parliament within 15 days from the date of return.

Thus, it can be noted that the parliament of the
modern rule of law has not only domestic signifi-
cance, but also plays a significant role in foreign pol-
icy, which within the European continent is embodied
in the activities of parliamentary bodies of interna-
tional organizations. It is important for Ukraine to use
inter-parliamentary ties, as it is an effective way of
deeper integration of our state into the European po-
litical and legal space.

Thanks to the participation of representatives of
the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine in such parliamentary
bodies as the Parliamentary Assembly of the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (PAEC-
CE), the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (PACE) and others, Ukraine has been able to
engage in constructive dialogue with members of the
European community. solving European and global
problems [7, p. 601].

Thus, it can be concluded that the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine adopts legislative acts that are nec-
essary for foreign relations and determines the for-
eign policy of the state. Ukraine's inter-parliamentary
ties with foreign countries and international organ-
izations are extremely necessary at the moment. It

should be noted that the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine
of the ninth convocation paid considerable attention
to the establishment and expansion of inter-parlia-
mentary cooperation and the development of new
forms of involvement of Ukrainian parliamentarians
in foreign policy, which strengthened Ukraine's inter-
national position.

Conclusions: Interparliamentary cooperation is
multifaceted and includes, in particular: improving
mutual understanding between countries; democra-
tization of interstate relations; worthy representation
of the interests of its people; increasing the demo-
cratic legitimacy of international organizations; pro-
moting the strengthening of world socio-political
stability; promoting change in international relations
on a contractual basis for constructive dialogue for
the development of partnerships between countries
and regions; assistance in solving international prob-
lems of any level.
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