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Abstract. The article reveals the role and place of the Armed Forces of Ukraine among the subjects of ensuring the na-

tional security of the state. The issue of military legislation in terms of increasing the country’s defense capabilities
and the effectiveness of countering russian aggression has been studied. Methodology. The methodological basis of
the research was, first of all, the universal scientific principles of objectivity, systematicity, comprehensive study of
the problem. During the research, a system of scientific methods was applied: a) general philosophical (dialectical,
positivistic); b) general scientific (analysis, synthesis, generalization, modeling); c) special-scientific (special-judicial)
methods (judicial-dogmatic, comparative-legal, normative-analytical). Results. The article defines that the system of
subjects of ensuring national security is a set of state authorities, as well as non-state bodies, which are united by
common goals and tasks regarding the protection, preservation and strengthening of national values and interests,
countering internal and external threats, and which carry out their activities in a certain interaction, according to the
current legislation. It was also found out that the Armed Forces of Ukraine are the basic force in ensuring the defense
of the state, protection of its sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability. Especially during the period of russian
aggression, Ukraine assessed the importance of the power component. The article states that the number of the Armed
Forces in recent years has been changing in the progression of growth and as of 2022 is approximately 700,000 people.
The role of foreign missions in the training of Ukrainian military personnel to strengthen their ability to protect the terri-
torial integrity of the state and deter hostile actions of the aggressor is highlighted. The author's position that the pro-
cess of improvement, systematization, possible codification of military legislation is a requirement of time is argued.
After all, the presence of a large number of regulatory and legal acts in the field of defense can negatively affect the
future vector of the state's defense capability. A conclusion was made about the priority of ensuring national security
in the activities of the state, especially in the period when Ukraine is experiencing extremely difficult times associated
with russian aggression, which poses a threat to the integrity of the country, its sovereignty, the destruction of national

values, and the existence of Ukrainian society.
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1. Introduction

Ensuring the national security and defense of each
country is the task of the relevant circle of subjects. By
its content, such activity consists in the implementa-
tion of a number of organizational, law enforcement,
legislative and other measures. In addition, the ap-
proach to the sphere of national security and defense
of the country is extremely responsible, concrete,
operational and promising, especially at a time when
our country faced real threats to national security.
Therefore, all subjects entrusted with the responsi-
bility of ensuring national security and defense are
obliged, within the limits of the specified powers, to
steadfastly and impartially perform the tasks of iden-
tifying and overcoming real and potential internal and
external threats to the national interests of Ukraine,
countermeasures and neutralization of these threats,
ensuring an adequate level of protection of the vital

interests of society, as well as contributing to the ef-
fective functioning and development of the national
security system in general.

Under the system of subjects of ensuring national
security, we understand the totality of state author-
ities, as well as non-state bodies, which are united
by common goals and tasks regarding the protec-
tion, preservation and strengthening of national val-
ues and interests, countering internal and external
threats, and which carry out their activity in a certain
interaction, according to the current legislation.

The Armed Forces of Ukraine play an important
role in the system of entities providing national se-
curity, as the main burden of protecting the state falls
on them.

2. Research methodology

The methodological basis of the research was,
first of all, the universal scientific principles of ob-
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jectivity, systematicity, comprehensive study of the
problem. During the research, a system of scientific
methods was applied: a) general philosophical (di-
alectical, positivistic); b) general scientific (analysis,
synthesis, generalization, modeling); c) special-sci-
entific (special-judicial) methods (judicial-dogmatic,
comparative-legal, normative-analytical). The dia-
lectical method made it possible to characterize the
Armed Forces in the system of subjects of national
security. Special legal methods provided an opportu-
nity to analyze current legal norms in the field of state
defense. The normative-analytical method was used
in those cases when it was necessary to substanti-
ate, prove, refute certain theoretical provisions about
the concept and legal content of the activities of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine.

3. Results

According to the provisions of the Law of Ukraine
«On the National Security of Ukraine», the Armed
Forces of Ukraine are an integral part of the security
and defense sector, in particular, as «... the system of
state authorities, the Armed Forces of Ukraine, oth-
er military formations formed in accordance with the
laws of Ukraine, law enforcement and intelligence
bodies, state bodies of special purpose with law
enforcement functions, civil defense forces, the de-
fense-industrial complex of Ukraine, whose activities
are under democratic civilian control and, in accord-
ance with the Constitution and laws of Ukraine, are
functionally aimed at protecting the national interests
of Ukraine from threats, as well as citizens and public
associations that voluntarily participate in ensuring
the national security of Ukraine...» [1]. At the same
time, the legislation clearly defines that the defense
forces are the Armed Forces of Ukraine, as well as
other military formations formed in accordance with
the laws of Ukraine, law enforcement and intelligence
agencies, special purpose bodies with law enforce-
ment functions, which are entrusted with the func-
tions of ensuring the defense of the state by the Con-
stitution and laws of Ukraine [1]. From this follows the
logical conclusion that currently the Armed Forces of
Ukraine are the basic varnish in ensuring the defense
of the state, protection of its sovereignty, territorial in-
tegrity and inviolability. None of the countries in the
world can imagine its existence without the presence
of an army. In the same way, Ukraine, especially dur-
ing the russian-ukrainian war, assessed the impor-
tance of such a power component.

According to the Law of Ukraine «On the Armed
Forces of Ukraine», the Armed Forces of Ukraine are a
military formation that, according to the Constitution
of Ukraine, is responsible for the defense of Ukraine,
the protection of its sovereignty, territorial integrity
and inviolability [2]. The Armed Forces of Ukraine con-
duct their activities on the basis of: fidelity to consti-
tutional duty and military oath; the rule of law, legality
and humanity, respect for a person, his constitutional
rights and freedoms; openness, openness to demo-
cratic civil control; a combination of unity of leader-
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ship and collegial development of the most impor-
tant decisions; staffing by conscription of citizens for
military service and acceptance for military service
under contract; permanent combat and mobilization
readiness; preservation of state secrets; education of
servicemen in the patriotic, fighting traditions of the
Ukrainian people, observance of military discipline;
provision of state socio-economic and socio-legal
protection of citizens serving in the Armed Forces of
Ukraine, as well as their family members; bans on the
creation and operation of organizational structures of
political parties. The personnel of the Armed Forces
of Ukraine consists of servicemen and employees
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. The number of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine is approved by the Verkhov-
na Rada of Ukraine at the request of the President of
Ukraine [2]. At the same time, it is worth noting that
the number of the Armed Forces in recent years has
changed in the progression of growth. So, before the
war with russia, in 2013, there were 166,000 people
in the ranks of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. After the
annexation of Crimea and the start of hostilities in
Donbas, the number of the Armed Forces increased
to 250,000. It remained so until 2018 inclusive. In
2019, the number of the Ukrainian army decreased
to 246 thousand. But already the following year, the
armed forces once again numbered 250,000 sol-
diers. Last year, the number of the Armed Forces was
again 246,000. In 2022, after the start of a full-scale
invasion and taking into account the mobilization of
approximately 700 thousand people in the ranks of
the Armed Forces. Thus, compared to 2014-2021, the
size of the Ukrainian army increased almost threefold
[3]. Reservists with combat experience of ATO/00
and conscripts with officer ranks and relevant spe-
cializations returned to the Armed Forces. The rapid
increase of the Ukrainian army allowed the military
commander to form new units and units and prepare
them for combat tasks much more effectively.

At the same time, in accordance with the Law
of Ukraine «On the Number of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine», the number of the Armed Forces of Ukraine
has been approved in an amount that does not ex-
ceed 261,000 people, including 215,000 military per-
sonnel. And in a special period, the number of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine increases by the number of
personnel called up for military service to fulfill the
decrees of the President of Ukraine on mobilization,
approved by the laws of Ukraine [4].

Preparation of the Armed Forces of Ukraine to
fulfill the tasks assigned to them by the Constitution
of Ukraine, organization and ensuring their imple-
mentation, maintenance of combat and mobilization
readiness and fighting capacity at an appropriate lev-
el, educational work, preservation of life and health of
personnel, ensuring legality and military discipline in
the Armed Forces of Ukraine are carried out by mili-
tary administration bodies, commanders and chiefs
of all levels in accordance with the requirements of
the Constitution of Ukraine and the laws of Ukraine,
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other normative legal acts regulating relations in the
field of defense [2]. In addition, Ukraine is strength-
ening its military potential through international ed-
ucation and training of Armed Forces personnel. As
the Minister of Defense of Ukraine, Oleksiy Reznikov,
said, «...in order to create a comprehensive system
of training and further effective use of professional
personnel of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, a number
of documents have been developed and approved
this year that will allow military specialists to ac-
quire new competencies. In particular, we are talking
about the Concept of the military personnel policy of
the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine for the period until
2025, the implementation of which will allow to cre-
ate a comprehensive, effective, economically expedi-
ent and well-founded system of providing the troops
(forces) with professionally trained servicemen with
high moral and business qualities, capable of qual-
itatively solving complex military-professional tasks
in peacetime and wartime...» [5].

After the full-scale russian invasion of Ukraine,
almost all the countries of the European Union and
NATO joined various educational programs. For ex-
ample, we can talk about a unique operation to train
the Ukrainian military under the code name Interflex,
which is a continuation of the Orbital military opera-
tion.

It is worth noting a number of other foreign mis-
sions regarding the training of Ukrainian military
personnel, all of them united by a common goal -
strengthening the capabilities of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine to protect the territorial integrity of Ukraine,
as well as the ability to deter hostile actions of russia.

Currently, the Armed Forces of Ukraine are in the
process of adopting NATO standards. Under these
conditions, the transformation of the management
system of the Ukrainian army is foreseen, as well as
the introduction of appropriate changes to the na-
tional legislation.

The problem of legal regulation in the military
sphere is characterized by the presence of a signifi-
cant number of legislative acts that do not fully meet
the needs of today. In addition, there is no coherent
system of legal norms in the field of defense. This
is confirmed by the presence in the military legis-
lation of numerous duplication of legal norms, their
inconsistency, inconsistency; occurrence of con-
tradictions and collisions; formation of gaps in le-
gal regulation. Thus, the system of acts of military
legislation includes at least 30 laws, 800 normative
legal acts at the level of the President, the Cabinet
of Ministers of Ukraine, etc., related only to the vital
activities of the Armed Forces of Ukraine [6, p. 211].
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4. Conclusions

Today, Ukraine is living in extremely difficult times
associated with russian aggression, which poses a
threat to the integrity of the state, its sovereignty, the
destruction of national values, and the existence of
Ukrainian society. That is why the issue of ensuring
national security is a priority in the state's activities.
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modern, modernized, adequately staffed and well
paid.
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